
Back to School! 
I have never let my schooling interfere 
with my education. - Mark Twain 

My school days were the happiest days 
of my life; which should give you some 
indication of the misery I've endured 
over the past twenty-five years. - Paul 
Merton 

I took a test in Existentialism. I left all 
the answers blank and got 100. - Woody 
Allen 

My school was so tough the school 
newspaper had an obituary section. - 
Norm Crosby 

Smartness runs in my family. When I 
went to school I was so smart my 
teacher was in my class for five years. 

 

 

 Back to school prayer... 
Lord, At school, I see athletes and cheerleaders who seem to have it all together. I see the latest fashions on the 

coolest kids. I see cars in the parking lot that make me jealous. But then I think about a world I don't really see—

an invisible world. It's the world where a lonely freshman is important. It's a world where a genuine smile means so 

much more than an expensive car. It's a world where the kid in the wheelchair is strong and powerful. It's a world 

that values honesty and love more than cool and popular stuff. It's a world where I'd discover that even the cool 

kids struggle and feel insecure sometimes. Help me catch a small glimpse of this invisible world this year. If I do, I 

just might value what you value, love what you love and want what you want. 

I'm not going to buy my kids an 
encyclopedia.  Let them walk to school 
like I did. - Yogi Berra 

In elementary school, in case of fire you 
have to line up quietly in a single file line 
from the smallest to the tallest. What is 
the logic? Do tall people burn slower? - 
Warren Hutcherson 

You learn something every day if you 
pay attention. - Ray LeBlond  

In youth we learn; in age we understand 
- Von Ebner-Eschenbach 

If there were no schools to take the 
children away from home part of the 
time, the insane asylums would be filled 
with mothers. - Edgar W. Howe 
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Dear Friends: We had a special meeting of the Administrative 

Council on Tuesday, July 19.  This special meeting came as a 

result of our receiving from the Indiana Annual Conference the 

information that we had requested regarding what it would cost 

for our church to consider the process of disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church.  From that 

discussion, it was decided that we need to hold a series of Town Hall Meetings as part of our dis-

cernment process around our plan for possible disaffiliation.  The Town Hall Meetings will be held 

on the following dates: 

Thursday, August 11, 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 14, 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, August 25, 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 28, 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, September 1, 2:00 p.m.  

Thursday, September 15, 2:00 p.m.  

Sunday, September 18, 5:30 p.m. 

All meetings will be held in the New Fellowship Hall.  You will be given information about the rea-

sons why we are considering this action and what our options are.  To assist us in further discern-

ment, we will take a straw poll {unofficial vote} about the thoughts of those present at these meet-

ings. These are not a final vote. These votes will give us information about what our next steps 

need to be.  If we feel that we have enough votes that indicate we should move further, we will then 

make the necessary plans to arrange for a Church Conference with the Conference Superintendent 

to hold the meeting and vote the direction we believe we are being called to go.  Everyone is wel-

come and encouraged to attend one of the six town hall meetings {including youth who are interest-

ed in what this will mean for them going forward.}.  This is an important conversation and time of 

continuing discernment for our church.  We need to be sensitive to the other voices besides our 

own who have thoughts and questions. I will have a sign-up sheet in the narthex with each of the 

meetings listed and you can sign-up ahead of time to attend one of these meetings, but you will not 

be bound to that date if something comes up and keeps you from attending.  You will be permitted 

one straw poll vote {No stuffing the ballot box, please}.  

In preparation for a Church Conference, we are in the process of updating our Church Membership 

Records.  As we update our records in Church Windows, we are finding some issues with some of 

our members that cause us some concern about status of membership for some individuals.  At the 

Town Hall Meetings, you will receive a card that we will have you complete to help us update/

correct your personal information/membership status so that we will have a correct and complete 

record of our Membership of Edwardsville UMC. We will also be working on checking on individuals 

who have not been in attendance for some time to verify their desire to remain on the membership 

rolls or have themselves removed from our records.  I hope that you will be helpful and cooperative 

with us in this endeavor. This will be especially important if we move forward with a church confer-

ence vote.   

This is an important time in the life of our congregation and I hope that you will be gracious and kind 

with one another as we take these important steps together. 

God’s Grace and Peace, Pastor Cindy Osgood  



 

 

 

August 7th:  Communion 

Message: “I Am the Bread of Life” 

Scripture: John 6:1-16; 35-40; 47-58  

Children’s Message: —  9:00 a.m. Service 

Children’s Church:  —11:00 a.m. Service 

August 14th: 

Message:  “Come and See” 

Scripture: John 1:29 –51 

Children’s Message: —9:00 a.m. Service 

Children’s Church:  —11:00 a.m. Service 

August 21st:  

Message:  “It’s not my Time 

Scripture: John 2:1-12; John 7:1-9 

Children’s Message: —9:00  a.m. Service 

Children’s Church: —11:00 a.m. Service 

August 28th: 

Message:  God so loved the world! 

Scripture: John 3:1-21  

Children’s Message: —9:00  a.m. Service 

Children’s Church: —11:00 a.m. Service 

 

 

 
 

         Dinner for Eight 

If you would like to meet others in our church 

family, this may interest you.  Interested couples 

or singles sign up to indicate their interest in par-

ticipation.  These interested parties will then be 

assigned to a ‘circle’.  Your circle will meet once 

a month for a meal (lunch, dinner or even break-

fast) on a day that works for those in that circle.  

Members of the circle take turns organizing each 

month’s meal.  The meals may be in the home 

with the host providing an entrée and others 

bringing side dishes or dessert or the group may 

decide to meet at a restaurant with each person 

paying for their own meal.   Do whatever works 

for your circle.  Small groups are one of the best 

ways to get to know others.  The circles will meet 

each month September through April (skipping 

December due to busy holiday schedules).  There 

will be a signup sheet in the narthex starting in 

July.  You can put your name on this sheet or 

contact me directly.  In early Aug, you will be no-

tified about the folks in your circle.  If this is not 

something you can participate in at this time, 

new circles will form next year.   

Brenda Vernia 
Brenda.vernia@twc.com 
Call or text 502 744-1446 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Brenda.vernia@twc.com


 
• Covenant Keepers—meets every 

Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m in 
New Fellowship Hall (NFH). Invite 
another friend to join you for this 
group that prays, supports and 
cares for men. 

 
 
 
 
• Bible Study Survey Class continues 

Monday evenings via ZOOM and 
on Tuesday afternoons at 2:00 
p.m. in New Fellowship Hall.  The 
Zoom address is 898 3520 8432 
and passcode is 066540.  This is a 
recurring address that will be used 
each week.  Feel free to share this 
address with others or come and 
join us on Tuesday afternoons. 

 
 
 
 
• Remember in order to be placed 

on the church calendar, you must 
complete and return to Darlene 
the Church Facilities Usage and 
Calendar Request Form.  These 
forms are outside of the church 
office for your use and 
convenience.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: News and Announcements: 

• August 2nd—SPRC Meeting—7:00 p.m.

—New Fellowship Hall  (NFH) 

• August 11th—Town Hall Meeting-2:00 

p.m. –NFH 

• August 14th—Town Hall Meeting—

5:30 p.m. NFH 

• August 16th—Finance Meeting—6:30 

p.m.—New Fellowship Hall 

• August 18th—EUMC Food Drive—

10:00 a.m.—Noon—Door # 1. 

• August 25th—Town Hall Meeting—

2:00 p.m. NFH 

• August 28th -Town Hall Meeting –5:30 

p.m. NFH 

• September 1st– Town Hall Meeting—

2:00 p.m. NFH 

• September 15th—Town Hall Meeting—

2:00 p.m. NFH 

• September 18th—Town Hall Meeting—

5:30 p.m. NFH 

• September 23rd 9 a.m.—6 p.m. and 

September 24th 9 a.m.—4 p.m. EUMC 

Annual Quilt/Craft Show/Sale—(NO 

Food will be sold this year other than 

jams, jellies, candies). 

• Harvest Homecoming—October 6th—

October 9th.  More information will be 

forthcoming. 

 



To Our Church Family: 

Terry and I want to thank all of you for the get well cards, the weekly cards from the 

Covenant Keepers, and especially all the prayers.  Terry wants to send a special 

Thank You to the Kids Sunday School Class. He really enjoyed each and every one 

knowing that they were hand made just for him.  Again thank you. 

Terry and Lynn Seward 

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as President of the Willing Workers, I am asking for volun-
teers to help us with our upcoming Annual Quilt Show.  We need people on Tuesday, 
September 20th, to help move quilt frames and tables so that the Crafters can set up 
shop in the Willing Workers' room.  We will need people who are able and willing to 
climb ladders and hang quilts on Thursday, September 22nd (lunch will be provided); 
and on Friday and Saturday, September 23rd and 24th, we will need cashiers.  When 
the Quilt Show closes at 4 pm on the 24th, we will need people to help take down the 
quilts, put away the racks, and replace all the furniture that has been moved.   All vol-
unteers will be invited to our Christmas lunch in December.  Please contact me, Lynn 
Seward, either by phone (502) 753-9533 or email terryandlynnsew-
ard@gmail.com.  Looking forward to working with you.  Lynn Seward, President,  

Willing Workers. 

 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 

 

Suicide prevention is very important and for  

 years the hotline has been a regular 800 number. 

NOW effective through the US this has now been improved.  

 988 is the number for someone contemplating 

 suicide.  This will connect them with trained people that 

may be able to prevent this action.  

Someone dies by suicide every 11 minutes! 

mailto:terryandlynnseward@gmail.com
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Willing Workers Quilt/Craft Show/Sale:  

Friday, September 23th, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and on Sep-

tember 24th 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. in New Fellowship Hall. 

There will be no food sold this year.  Jams, jellies, 

and candies will be sold in the Country Store.  If you 

have quilts you would like to show or sell, they can 

be dropped off at the Church on Tuesday September 

20 from 9-2, Wed. Sept. 21 from 10-2, and Thursday, 

Sept 22 from 8-10. No more quilts from the outside 

will be accepted after 10 a.m on Thursday.  If you 

have questions, please call Lynn Seward at 502-753-

9533 More Details will forthcoming. SAVE THE 

DATE! 

 

Harvest Homecoming:  

Harvest Homecoming will be from October 6 - 9 this 

year. We are currently in need of persons who are 

willing to be our chairpersons.  Please see Pastor 

Cindy if this is something you would like to take up.   
 

 

 

Candy Making for Harvest Homecoming 

Dates yet to be determined.  

CHURCH EVENTS: 



SPOTLIGHT ON FINANCE 

 

        How Can I Help our Church? 

 

 

The 2023 Budget will be on our agenda soon, and I am thinking about the importance of knowing 

how we will proceed. This year more than any other, we will need to know how you will support our 

ministries in 2023. During the fall Stewardship campaign, you will be asked that question. It is cru-

cial that you fill out a commitment card so we can create a reasonable budget for our church. Up to 

this point only about 50% of the congregation turns in a commitment card and we have to assume 

the others will continue to give. This is not the best way to create a budget. Keep in mind that the 

amount you write on that card is what you plan to give. You will not be held to that if things change 

in your life that prevent you from fulfilling that commitment.  

The Big Question we need to ask ourselves is this:  Will I be able to give the same in 2023 that I 

gave in 2022, including my additional giving? We know that this additional giving is much needed, 

to avoid making unwanted cuts to the budget. 

So, as we approach the Stewardship season, please be in prayer about how you will give to God 

for 2023. If you know NOW, you can let us know by contacting us in the Finance Office (contacts 

listed below). As always, it is held in strict confidentiality. If in person, please have your commitment 

written down.  

And more importantly, be praying for the future of our church! 

 Debby Youell or Cheryl Thompson 

    dyouell213@gmail.com or 

    financialsec@gmail.com 

Blessings, 

Deborah Youell, Finance Chair 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”   Psalm 106:1 

mailto:dyouell213@gmail.com
mailto:financialsec@gmail.com


 

Dear Church Family: For the past two years, my family, friends and I have been 

working on two projects  to honor the memory of Diana Keithley {wife, Mother, 

Mamaw, and friend}. The first project resulted in two bronze plaques that are dis-

played in the FCHS Girls Softball ComplexONe plaque honors Diana as FCHS’s first 

girls softball coach {1977. . .}. The other plaque honors FCHS’s first girls softball 

team {1977}. 

 

Our second project is the construction of a memory {miniature} softball diamond. 

This diamond will the players and their coach, Letty Walter. That team, called the 

BPW Hoosiers, dominated women’s softball in the Kentuckiana area from 1955-

1968. The diamond will be located in Letty Walter Park in Floyds Knobs. Because of 

your generosity, kindness, and financial support, the first project is completed and 

the second project should be completed by early September 2022. Words can’t ex-

plain how grateful we are to you. Diana was a member of the EUMC family 1970 – 

July 11, 2020.   

If Diana could be here now, she would hug every one of you.  

 

With grateful hearts, My Family, Friends and Urbie Keithley 

 

P.S. We have collected enough bottle caps for our four benches to be placed at the 

memory diamond.  You can now stop collecting/saving your bottle caps/

lids.   THANKS! 

 

 



Notes  from your Minister of Music 
 

The Chancel Choir returns after Labor Day!  
 

First Rehearsal: Sunday, September 5th at 7 PM.  

First Sunday singing: Sunday, September 11th, 9 AM 
Service. Weekly rehearsals Sunday 7 PM. 
 

We will be starting fresh after over a year off from the pandemic, 
so this will be an excellent time for YOU to consider joining the 
choir on a trial basis! No experience necessary!  
 

The Kids Club will start again in the Fall, time TBA. ALL KIDS 
age K - 5th grade are invited!!! 
 

NEEDED: solos, small groups, etc., for special music during 
the summer. Please call me at 812-923-7086 (cell) or email 
me at horton.raymond@gmail.com to volunteer or to recom-
mend someone who might be interested in presenting our 
Musical Offering during 9:00 AM services through August 
28th. 
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Rick Smith  08/02 

Rebecca Wood   08/03 

Nancy Thomas 08/03 

Randy Schrock 08/03 

Josie Ammons      08/03 

Nancy Shaffer 08/04 

Shannon Johnson  08/04 

Chad Blackman 08/05 

Elli Blackman          08/05 

Kim Ciolkos             08/08 

Rudy Rice             08/10 

Tad Stewart             08/10 

Debby Youell            08/12 

Sandra Beckett       08/13 

Billie Boone             08/15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula Reilly             08/15 

Audrey Carter 08/16 

Justin Brown 08/17 

Josh Ciolkosz 08/18 

Sandy Briles            08/18 

Katelyn Doyle 08/19 

Amanda Beckman  08/20 

Ashley Blackman 08/23 

Sarah Puckett 08/24 

Lenne L. Keithley II  08/24 

Raleigh Wilson 08/25 

Aiden Brown 08/28 

Sarah Gossom 08/30 

Raymond Baker 08/31 

 

 



4830 State Road 62 

Georgetown, IN 47122 

812-945-2939 

www.eumc.me 

eumc@edwardsvillumc.org 

 

Prayer for Gratitude 

 

 Towards Our Heavenly Father. I am so grateful for everything that You 

have given me. Thank you so much for the loved ones in my life, and for 

the many ways in which I am cared for and supported on a day to day 

basis. Thank you for the many ways I can serve and give to others.  

 


