SPOTLIGHT
SPOTLIGHT
January

JANUARY 2022

SPSPOTLIGHT
SJPOTMONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF EDWARDSVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

MONTHLY NEWSLET

Another Year Is Dawning
Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be,
In working, or in waiting,
Another year with Thee.
Another year of mercies,
Of faithfulness and grace;
Another year of gladness
In the shining of Thy face.
Another year of progress,
Another year of praise,
Another year of proving
Thy presence all the days.
Another year of service,
Of witness of Thy love,
Another year of training
For holier work above.
Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be,
On earth, or else in heaven,
Another year for Thee.
- -Francis Ridley Havergal

CHURCH CALENDAR/
EVENTS:

•

January 1st—New Year’s Day
– Church Office Closed

•

January 2nd—Second
Sunday of Christmas—Luke
Farrell Preaching

•

January 4th—SPRC
Meeting—7:00 p.m.—NFH

•

January 9th—Chancel Choir
Rehearsal Resumes

•

January 12th—Stephen’s
Ministry Classes Begin—6:00
p.m.—Willing Workers Room

•

January 17th—Martin Luther
King Jr. Birthday—Church
Office Closed

Pastor’s Corner:
We come to the end of one year and peer into the beginning of another year.
We find ourselves yet again struggling with COVID, another variant and warnings/encouragements to wear our masks, get our boosters, wash our hands,
and keep a distance from those for whom you don’t know their status or situation as far as COVID is concerned. As of Monday, Dec. 20 we are back to 2.5/
positive receptivity of 13.46 in Floyd County.
I pray that you will stay safe as you travel to friends and loved ones over the
holiday period. I believe this is going to be our life for yet a while longer. Yet in
the midst of the virus, God is still in charge and Emmanuel is still with us. We
will continue to do what we can and take precautions where necessary. I try
not to live in fear. That was the message to Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, the
shepherds, “Do not be afraid for I have good news for you.” A Savior, who is
Christ the Lord will be and has been born in Bethlehem. In addition to that, he
will come again. So we are cautioned not to be afraid.
May we hold on to the hope, the joy, the happiness that this season brings.
For some it is difficult, but even in the midst of difficulty, God is still with us and
invites us to trust in him.
As we move into the new year, I am going to begin a series on the Five Marks
of a Methodist. Remember that we are always Christians first, yet we choose
to worship and study the way of the English reformer, John Wesley along with
our Scriptures. As we move away from the glorious music and message of
Christmas, may we begin to think about what is next for us in this new year.
Doubtless, there will be new lessons for us to learn in 2022. There will be
struggles that are yet to be named. But may we strive to stay true to our faith
and knowledge of God’s grace in each of us. There is more grace in God than
there is in each of us. Let us lean into that grace and the promises of scripture
that continue to be true and help us to move forward each day.
I pray and wish that you have a blessed holiday and wonderful new year!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Cindy

A SPECIAL MONTH OF SUNDAYS AND SERVICES
Sunday, December 26 – First Sunday after Christmas
Sermon: The Excitement
Scripture: John 1:1-16; Isaiah 40:1-5
Sunday, January 2 – Second Sunday after Christmas—- Luke Farrell Preaching
Sermon:
Scripture:
January 9, 2022—Baptism of the Lord
Message: “Mark of Baptism”

Some Religious Quotes for
the New Year:


“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has
come.” (Apostle Paul)



‘With regard to my own behavior, I now
renewed and wrote down my former resolutions...to take no pleasure which
does not tend to the glory f God; thanking God every moment for all I do take,
and therefore, rejecting every sort and
degree of if which I feel I cannot so
thank Hm in and for.” (John Wesley)



“The object of a New Year is not that we
should have a new year. It is that we
should have a new soul.” (G. K. Chesterton)

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17; 21-22

January 16, 2022—Second Sunday after Epiphany
Message: A Methodist Loves God
Scripture: Matthew 22:36-38; 1 John 4:7-21

January 23, 2022—Third Sunday after Epiphany
Message: “A Methodist Rejoices in God”
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-4a; 5-6; 8-12; Romans 5:1-9

January 30th, 2022—Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Message: A Methodist Gives Thanks
Scripture: Romans 9:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22

Spotlight on Finance
What Happens When We Give?
As 2021 comes to an end it is time to look FORWARD into 2022. We can’t make changes to the past, but we
CAN for the future. In what ways should we make changes? Perhaps we can evaluate how we have allotted
our time, talents, and gifts. Have we been too self-centered? Have we said “no” to serving opportunities
when we could have said “YES!”? My guess is that we all can be better Christians in varying degrees. I know
that I can.
Our small group just finished a Louis Giglio study on the Book of Acts. We all agree that the example set by
Paul (and his companions) has set a high standard! The study talks about how “the baton has been passed
along to us” to continue Paul’s goal of spreading the Word to all the world. The question is…how do we do
that? We learned that we must use every opportunity to witness for Christ. Whether it is at work, at home,
or at the grocery store. One way to witness is to give with our time, talents, and money.
When we give, we can be assured of God’s promises.
“Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 2 Corinthians 9:8
When we prioritize the things that are important to God, He takes care of the rest!
When we give, people will be drawn to Jesus and respond to the Gospel.
As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and all believers will
prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. 2 Corinthians 9:13
Our giving is directly tied to our testimony. Our generosity draws people to Jesus because it reflects the generous heart of God. It strengthens the testimony of our church and proves the Gospel to our community.
Healthy spiritual habits bring results.
From (The Forgotten Initiative Blog)

EUMC is blessed to have so many wonderful, caring people who have been faithful this year in their giving.
Thank you so much! May God continue to bless us into 2022!
Blessings,
Deborah Youell, Finance Chair
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people” Ephesians 1:18

Mission Corner

by Bob Youell

January 2022

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

God Has a Purpose for Everyone of Us
2021 was a busy and productive year for the EUMC Missions Program. Here are some examples of how we finished the year.
In December, through our Angel Tree Program, the caring hearts of EUMC bought over 70
gifts for local children and families that were distributed at Christmas by the Salvation Army
and Exit 0 Ministries.
Also in December, we had 2 work teams volunteer in the Habitat for Humanity home building project in New Albany called “Apostle’s Build”. Thank you for giving your time and talents
to this beautiful project so Angela and her 2 sons will have a nice home when completed.
In October and November, we were able to get diapers, baby wipes, clothing, and baby
strollers to help the Afghan Refugees at Camp Atterbury through Angie Meade (a friend of
Brenda Vankirk) who is working at the Health Clinic there.

This coming year, 2022, we will have many opportunities to serve and witness to God’s
grace and glory. On Saturday, March 19, we will be hosting our Rice Meal Packing Event in the
New Fellowship Hall. Last year EUMC packed over 2000 Kits for Midwest Mission Distribution
Center. There will be more workdays available to finish the Habitat Home we are working on,
and plans are being made to start another home sometime in 2022. Also, with the recent
tornado storm devastation in the Mayfield, KY area, we will have opportunities to help those
communities. As I get more information from UMCOR and others on how to help that area, I
will share with the congregation.

The most important thing we can do in life is to help others find a life in Jesus Christ.
Hoping you have a Happy and Blessed New Year. Bob Youell

Notes

from your Minister of Music

Many thanks to all who contributed to our music services
prior to Christmas, on the fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. The choir, the players of the instrumental ensemble,
especially Phil Thomas for helping us find the instruments we
needed.
The Chancel Choir returns January 9 in the 9 AM service, and resumes practice that night at 7 PM. Visitors are always welcome,
if you are curious about singing!!!
Raymond Horton
Minister of Music
--------------------For Commonwealth Brass Band fans:

No online Commonwealth Brass Band Christmas Concert (long story),
but a couple of (audio-only) mp3s are available (including my soon-tobe published “A Christmas Twist”: email me at horton.raymond@gmail.com

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Church Staff wishes to thank the congregation for our love gifts at Christmas. We will
continue to work hard this coming year to serve you in service and ministry.
The Church Staff also wishes to thank the SPRC for our Christmas Dinner baskets that will
provide a portion of our Christmas meal or some other meal at some time.

We will be offering a class for new Stephen’s Ministers. Are you a good listener, have
a heart for people, and want to help someone who is struggling? New Class will
begin Wednesday, January 12, 2022 from 6:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. Contact Pastor
Cindy, Lynn Seward or Mike Cunio who can help you get signed up and answer any
questions you might have. See display in the Narthex.

Thank You!
Thank you all for the lovely cards you have sent Rick and our family. You are so dear to us. We
miss you so much.
Rick is still bedridden with the wound he has, which is hooked to a wound vacuum 24 hours a
day. This last Monday, he finished his six weeks of IV antibiotics, three times a day. Thank
heavens. CareTenders is still taking care of him three times a week for about an hour or less
each time. They are so good.
Rick, Jennifer and Brandon Miller

MORE CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED)

Missions Committee would like to thank you for participating in our giving tree for Salvation Army
and Exit 0. You are always so faithful with your generosity to others in need.

Earnie’s Covenant Keepers wants to thank those who participated in our Salvation Army Bell
Ringing Campaign. Thank you for sharing your time and helping others to have a Merry
Christmas.

NOTE:
We are currently going to suspend collecting bottle caps and lids for the time being. We will let you
know when we will do that again in the future.

Online Givers...don't forget to change your giving amount if you made a change for
2022. Just go to eumc.me, click on GIVE, sign in and edit your giving amount. Thank
you for your faithfulness!
Offering Envelopes: Be sure to pick up your 2022 Offering Envelopes if you have
not already done so. They are on the table in the narthex.
Thanks, Debby Youell

Gina Frailly
August Blackman
Kylei Wagoner

01/02
01/03
01/05

Maximus Adams
Tom James
Anita Collins
Becky Francis
Rochelle Harbison
Josh Napier
Connie Baumgartle
Terra Boone
Brayden Ansert
Paul Gibson
Debra Nelson
Wayne Davidson
Mike Hart
Lindsey Dorsch
Kathy Dorsch

01/06
01/08
01/10
01/10
01/12
01/13
01/14
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/16
01/18
01/18
01/19

Sharon Eckart
Ed Cecil
Brandon Blasdel
Andrew Beckman
Charles Rucker
Joann Frederick
Ruth Liebert

01/20
01/21
01/21
01/23
01/26
01/26
01/28

The New Year
Dear Lord, as this new year is born
I give it to Thy hand,
Content to walk by faith what paths
I cannot understand.

Whatever coming days may bring
Of bitter loss, or gain,
Or every crown of happiness;
Should sorrow come, or pain,
Or, Lord, if all unknown to me
Thine angel hovers near
To bear me to that farther shore
Before another year,
It matters not—my hand in Thine,
Thy light upon my face,
Thy boundless strength when I am weak,
Thy love and saving grace!
I only ask, loose not my hand,
Grip fast my soul, and be
My guiding light upon the path
Till, blind no more, I see!
- - Martha Snell Nicholson
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